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Synopsis

The Maryland campaign of September 1862 ranks among the most important military operations of
the American Civil War. Crucial political, diplomatic, and military issues were at stake as Robert E.
Lee and George B. McClellan maneuvered and fought in the western part of the state. The climactic
clash came on September 17 at the battle of Antietam, where more than 23,000 men fell in the
single bloodiest day of the war.Approaching topics related to Lee’s and McClellan’s operations from
a variety of perspectives, contributors to this volume explore questions regarding military leadership,
strategy, and tactics, the impact of the fighting on officers and soldiers in both armies, and the ways
in which participants and people behind the lines interpreted and remembered the campaign. They
also discuss the performance of untried military units and offer a look at how the United States Army
used the Antietam battlefield as an outdoor classroom for its officers in the early twentieth
century.The contributors are William A. Blair, Keith S. Bohannon, Peter S. Carmichael, Gary W.
Gallagher, Lesley J. Gordon, D. Scott Hartwig, Robert E. L. Krick, Robert K. Krick, Carol Reardon,

and Brooks D. Simpson.
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Customer Reviews

Gary Gallagher has written/edited a number of books on the Civil War. This book is an edited
volume, focusing on several aspects of the sanguinary battle at Antietam, fought in 1962. All told,

there are ten essays in this volume, with Gallagher contributing the lead essay. As with all edited



volumes, some of the works may not be up to the same standards as others. But, overall, this is a
useful volume. It might best be used by reading it alongside one of the better histories of the battler,
such as Stephen Sears’ "Landscape Turned Red: The Battle of Antietam." Let’s take a look at some
of the essays to illustrate what the book is about. . . .Gallagher begins the book with an essay on
how the south saw the aftermath of the battle. He notes that, in the final analysis, southerners were
more likely than not to see Antietam as a plus for the cause. In the aftermath of the Peninsula
successes of General Robert E. Lee and the remarkable victory by the Confederate forces at
Second Manassas, this was seen as the denouement of a stretch of marvelous fighting by the Army
of Northern Virginia.Brooks Simpson authored a more positive than usual account of Union General
George McClellan’s leadership at Antietam. McClellan was often accused of "the slows," because of
his seeming inability to fight aggressively. Simpson argues that some of McClellan’s arguments
made sense, such as logistical problems associated with the movement of the Army of the Potomac
toward Antietam.The last chapter is a nice counterpoint, examining how Antietam was used by the
Army for training/education before World War I. This battle was one example used at the Army War
College to prepare officers for command. They would go over maps and scenarios (e.g.
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